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FIVE 
Under-the-Radar Destinations 
in Southern Europe

When people think of traveling to Southern Europe, there are specific 
destinations they imagine. They tend to picture Mykonos and Santorini 

in Greece or Rome and Tuscany in Italy. But the south is dominated 
by beautiful and diverse destinations that all deserve a place on your 

bucket list. Below we list some of our favorite “off the beaten path” 
destinations that you should book a ticket to today.
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There are no bad destinations in Greece, just ones with less of a touristy vibe. That’s what you’ll find on this charming 
archipelago. Only three of the islands are inhabited, and each one offers its own atmosphere, so it’s worth hopping 
between all three. Ereikoussa is one of the largest of the islands and is only eight miles from Corfu. The town has a 
population of only 30, and you’ll find no banks or ATMs, so be sure to pack plenty of euros. One of the perks of staying 
within such a small community is that you quickly get to know the locals. After spending a night or two in one of the two 
hotels, you’ll find yourself on a first-name basis with at least a couple of the locals. Hike through Ereikoussa’s pine forests 
to secluded golden beaches. 

Take a day or two to sail over to the island of Othoni. There are two main settlements on the island. Neither of them have 
been affected by mass tourism. Ammos on the coast boasts a beautiful beach and Calypso’s Cave, where Odysseus was 
kept captive by the sea witch’s beauty for seven years. Drive up to Mountainous Chora for a day and continue on the Cape 
Kastri to see a Venetian fort’s magnificent ruins.

The smallest island of the archipelago is Mathraki. The small town has a few tavernas that sell nothing but the most authentic 
Greek cuisine. Spend a day eating and lounging on the beach or take a languid walk around the island. At only just over a 
square mile. It shouldn’t take you too long. The northern side of the island is also known to locals as a great place for scuba 
diving and spearfishing. The center of the island is made up of beautiful pine forests and thick olive groves. 

The Diapontia Islands | GREECE
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Lastovo is a popular destination for Croatians but isn’t well known on an international scale. Lastovo doesn’t have any 
sandy beaches, and there is only one small hotel on the island, but those who make the journey will find a quaint village 
and beautiful scenery. The entire island is considered a “natural park” by the government, and one of the main attractions 
is simply walking around. Take paths along the craggy cliffs on the coast or get lost (metaphorically) in the thick forests in 
the center. At night, make sure to try a Lastovo Maraština with dinner. This dry white wine is beloved throughout Croatia 
but is difficult to find internationally.

For those looking for a little less remote destination, the islands of Brac and Vis are also just off the coast of Split. Brac is 
home to the traditional fishing village of Splitska. From the village, travelers enjoy walking through town or taking a tour of 
the nearby blue cave. Vis is known for its lovely beaches - named some of the best in Europe in 2016 - and its proximity to 
the chic resort island of Hvar.

Split Islands | CROATIA

Calabria | ITALY
Calabria was marked by poverty and violence 
in the early 1900s, earning the region a bad 
reputation. Over 100 years later, many people 
still don’t think about visiting Southern Italy but 
are missing out on some of the country’s most 
charming destinations. The Coast of the Gods 
in Calabria is known for its Caribbean-like 
beaches. Imagine perfect tropical weather, soft 
sea breezes, and powdery white sand beaches 
without the thick crowds of tourists. Consider 
spending a few days in Tropea. The ancient city 
- which Heracles supposedly founded - seems to 
have been built directly into the cliffside. Spend 
a day walking the cobbled streets and eating 
your fill of fresh seafood before hiking up to see 
the 6th-century monastery overlooking the water. 

Reggio Calabria, the area’s capital, is home 
to countless cultural attractions. From the 
impressive statue of Athena in the city’s main 
promenade overlooking the water to the medieval 
Castello Aragonese on the hill overlooking the 
city, there is plenty to do and see. 
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Sheltered by mountains, the peninsula enjoys a mild climate making it a perfect destination year-round. The western strip 
is made up of one miles-long beach overlooking the Atlantic. The soft golden sands of the beach are the main reason why 
locals love the area. Vacation-life is based out of the collection of luxury resorts at the tip of the peninsula. The resorts 
attract a mix of high-class tourists, surfers, and families looking for a nice beach vacation. 

When you’ve had your fill of surf lessons and sun bathing, the Tróia Peninsula also offers a wide range of other attractions. 
The Sado Estuary Nature Reserve is full of beautiful trails. Pack a picnic and bike through the pine forest or book a ferry 
ride to see dolphins up close. Cetobriga was a Roman village built over a Phoenician settlement. You can tour the baths, 
fish-salting tanks, and tombs. For a taste of modern history, continue past Cetobriga to the fishing village of Carrasqueira. 
There you will find traditional reed-thatched cottages.

Tróia Peninsula | PORTUGAL

Costa Brava | SPAIN

Costa Brava is the beautiful stretch of coast between Barcelona and the French border. It’s known for its quiet fishing 
villages and stunning but rugged coastline dotted with hidden beaches. While following the water, be sure to stop into 
the Dali Theatre Museum in his hometown of Figueres. Dali himself converted the theater, and it stands as one of his most 
impressive works. There are a handful of quirky residences dotting the area that belonged to the famous surrealist artist.

The intimate hidden beaches mean that even in the peak of summer, when local tourists from Barcelona and Southern 
France flock to the area, you’ll still find plenty of open space on the beaches. If you’re lucky you may even find one all to 
yourself as many of them require short hikes down rocky trails from the main road. When not soaking up the sun, be sure 
to visit the medieval towns in the area. Many of them look more like set pieces than actual modern villages made up of 
castles on tops of hills and ancient gated bridges made of the area’s famous yellow stone. 
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Feeling inspired?
Check out our website and 

begin planning your next trip today!
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